
Holy Spirit letterhead


Invitation to take part in the Synod at Holy Spirit Parish 
	 	 	 	 	 (December 2021) 

Greetings! 
You are personally invited to take part in the Synod!😊  

Pope Francis initiated a synodal journey of the whole People of God, beginning in October 
2021 in each local Church and culminating in October 2023 in the Assembly of the Synod of 
Bishops.


Guided by the Holy Spirit, the goal of this first phase is to offer to as many as possible: 

	 * a true synodal experience

	 * an opportunity for mutual listening with the Holy Spirit

	 * an experience of walking forward together as the larger Church and as our 	 	 	
	 	 specific parish church at Holy Spirit parish


The focus of this Synod is on listening to the Holy Spirit. Listening to express how we can 
journey better together as Church, called to Communion, Participation and Mission.




The logo of the Synod shows us how a synodal church looks. 

What do you see?


We see three ways of being, at the heart of a Synodal 
Church: Communion, Participation and Mission. You may 
also see in the logo, for example, the fire of the Holy Spirit, 
inclusivity, diversity, common ground, all ages, men and 
women, forward movement, all together. 


How can you respond to Pope Francis’ invitation? 

To become a more synodal, listening Church, Pope Francis 
invites us to reflect on two main questions given your own lived experiences. 

1. How have we “journeyed together” in your experiences as a Church? Have there been 
times of Joy in your faith journey as a Catholic? Sorrows? Challenges?


2. What steps does the Holy Spirit invite us to take here at Holy Spirit parish, in order to grow 
well as we  “journeying together”? In our Church as a whole? For example, what would you 
like to see the parish offer, either something spiritual or practical, that would make your 
faith life more fulfilling? 


Pope Francis encourages us to begin by reading some Gospel stories first, for example the 
Good Samaritan (John 4:1-42) or Jesus calls Peter (Luke 5:1-11). We have been praying the 
Synod prayer together at Mass, but we invite you to continue on your own as well until the 
Synod officially closes in 2023. (Copies are on our parish website and in a hand out at Mass).


At Holy Spirit parish, we are offering you four specific ways you can be involved.


Please consider doing one or more of:




(Note: All stories will be anonymous. We will ask that you provide your age, gender and level of 
activity in the Catholic Church, but not your name.)


1. Prayerfully answer these questions on your own:  Simply answer the two questions and by 
sending your personal story directly to the Coordinator, as below. All stories will be kept 
anonymous.


2. Join a Listening Group at our parish: A small group of 6-8 people on Zoom with the Parish 
Coordinator as facilitator who will “meet” twice for an hour each time online. The first 
question will be discussed at the first session, and the second question at the second 
session. So you will take part in two one hour Zoom meetings. Simply sign up with our 
Parish Coordinator, for one of the dates below. More dates may be added as we progress.


	 	 	 January   Monday January 24 session 1

	 	 	 	  Tuesday January 25 session 1

	 	 	 February  Monday February 7 session 2

	 	 	 	   Tuesday February 22 session 2

	 	 	 	   Wednesday February 23 session 1

	 	 	 March      Monday March 14 session 1

	 	 	 	   Wednesday March 16 session 2

	 	 	 	   Tuesday March 29 session 2


3. Host a small group yourself: If you are involved in a ministry of our parish for example the 
Catholic Women's League or the Knight's of Columbus or Women’s Fellowship, or are a 
teacher in our Catholic School board, consider offering to host a small group yourself. We 
will offer training for all independent facillitators, on line. You may also have a synod group 
meeting with your own family as your group. We can learn alot from our children! Simply 
contact the Parish Coordinator to sign up.


4. Hand out copies of this Invitation Letter to others: to your neighbours, children or friends. 
Pope Francis would like us to listen to all members of our Church, other Christians and the 
whole of society. 


Who will assist you? 

Our Parish Coordinator for the Synod is Louise Beggs, assisted by Richard Konchak, always in 
consultation with Msgr Joseph Muldoon. Feel free to speak with any of us for more 
information.


We will write a short report summarizing the Wisdom of Holy Spirit parish by the end of April, 
which will then be submitted to the diocese in May 2022. 


We also plan to post the summary on our parish website and offer it as a handout so you can 
see what wisdom our parish offered to the greater Church, through the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit.

To register your small group, or to send us your story, please contact Louise Beggs 
(613-852-4469, louisebeggs@icloud.com).


For more on-line information see: the Vatican website: synod.va, the Ottawa Cornwall Diocesan 
website: archoc.ca.


Thank you for making the Synod come alive at Holy Spirit parish!😊  
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